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If  there's  such  a  thing  as  going  too  far  -  and  nobody  said  there  isn*t  - 
the  Broadcasters  Victory  Council  thinics  that  this  is  one  time  a  certain 
James  C»  Petrillo  has  batted  a  beauty  over  the  left  field  fence  and  well 
out  of  the  ball  park*  We  refer,  of  course,  to  his  transcription  proclamation 
whereby  AFKI's  140,000  musical  members  are  forbidden  to  make  ET's  or  even 
ordinary  records  for  radio  broadcasts  aftor  August  1«  That,  folks,  includes 
more  than  just  ttie  juke-box  boys««,.»it  means  the  broadcasters,  too. 

In  the  first  place,  this  whole  thing  has  many  unsavory  aspects.   It 
comes  at  a  time  when  wellnigh  every  station  in  the  country  is  putting  the 
full  weight  of  its  watts  behind  the  war  effort.  It  seems  to  us  both  high 
and  heavy-handed,  and  an  open  attempt  to  wring  from  the  radio  industry  every 
possible  cent  dovm  to  the  last  bent  penny*  It  moaji-S  depriving  the  public 
of  musical  entertainment  at  the  exact  time  when  such  relaxation  is  needed 
Fiost.   It*s  unpatriotic,  ill-timed,  unnecessary,  legally  questionable,  and  no 
credit  to  organized  labor.   In  short,  v/e  don't  like  it*  Any  of  us* 

Last  TiTOok  in  Chicago  the  Katio3ial  Association  of  Broadcasters  vront 
firmly  on  record  as  against  the  new  edict,  asking  at  the  same  time  that 
Petrillo  reconsider  his  action  "in  the  best  interests  of  t?ic  war  effort  and 
the  AFM*"  That  noise  you  heard  was  the  BVC  applauding.  In  this,  viq   stand 
solidly  and  stolidly  behind  NAB's  officials,  positive  that  unity  of  the 
industry  is  the  only  vray  we  can  meet  and  board  the  problem* 

Covincil  members  of  the  BVC  also  gathered  in  Chicago  last  \TCck  (on  July  16)* 
They  agreed  that  Sydney  Kayo  of  BMI  -  v/ho  has  handled  MB  music  matters  for 
some  time  -  should  bo  notified  that  the  BVC  on  behalf  of  its  member 
organizations,  lines  up  beside  the  MB  to  bid  AFM  a  determined  "no"  on  its 
latest  foray* 

(The  BVC,  lest  you've  forgotten,  oomprises  representatives  of  these 
groups  -  Clear  Channel  Broadcasting  Service,  National  Independent  Broadcasters, 
IJetvfork  Affiliates,  Inc*,  FM  Broadcasters,  Inc.,  and  the  Wi'iB*) 

The  next  move,  of  course,  is  novr  up  to  the  AFM  chieftain*  If  he  choscs 
to  portray  the  unstoppable  force,  broadcasting  must  be  the  immovable  object* 
Not  profit  -  a  probable  strike  of  sta.tion  musicians  throughout  the  nation, 
called  by  AFM.  And  that  v/ould  bo  very  bad  for  several  obvious  reasons*  Fore- 
most is  that  now's  no  time  for  further  squabbles.  The  public  and  its  govern- 
ment count  upon  radio  to  perform  certain  vital  assignments  -  ones  that  are 
important  enough  to  rate  broadcasting  as  an  "essential"  industry*  Any 
lowering  of  program,  caliber  moans  a  lov;oring  of  listener  morale* 

We  don't  think  that  one  man  wants  to  carry  on  his  shoulders  the 
responsibility  of  retarding  the  war  effort.  Particularly  v:hcn  the  issue  at 
stake  is  such  a  selfish  one,  sei-ving  the  interests  of  a  minority  to  the 


detrimont  of   some  30,000,000  radio  families.      In  fact  wc   think  the   listening 
public  might  even  have    something  to   say  about   itt 

And  the   public,  by  golly,    is   biggcrn'n  Mr*   Petrillo. 

A  ITORTHY  SIDE  LII^   ** 

From  the  r/ay  the  tri.nd3  arc  b levying,    it  appears  that  the   Treasury  Depart- 
ment's now  idea  of  having  radio  stations   act  as  authorized  dispensers  of 
YVar  Bonds   is  mooting  favorable  comment.      Tlic  plan,   roughed  out  last  v;oek 
by  Treasury  officials,   seems   quite  feasible   and  flexible  enough  to  bo 
adopted  by  almost   any  broadcaster   in  the   land* 

The  purpose   is    simply  to   sell  more  V/ar  Bonds.     And  the   Treasury  feels 
that  radio's   direct  method  of   soiling  "aiay  be  what  tho   doctor   ordered.     Some- 
hovr,   and  by  a  comljnation  of  v/ays,    a  total   of   one   billion  dollars  must  go   into 
the   purchase   of  this  democracy-insurance   each  month.     Right  now,    it  isn't. 
As  a  nation,  v/c're  being  tight-fisted.     As  a  nation,  we're  making  more  money 
than  v;o  can  possibly  spend.     'Jo 're  trying  to  put  that  money  into  vanishing 
civilian  goods   instead  of  loaning  it  tovirard  tho  all-important   tools  of  v>rar« 
Presto,. .. .comes   inflationj 

Tho  Treasury  vrants   instant  action  from  broadcasters.      It  loaves  tho 
individual  details    to  tho   individual.      Stations   can  become  actual  issuing 
agents  for  V'ar  Bonds   -  cither  over  the  counter  or  through  the  mails.     Stations 
can  bo   sub-issuing  agents,  v/hioh  means    thoy  solicit  mail   orders   and  then 
send  them  to  proper   issuing  points.      Or,    failing  cither   of   those,   they  ca.n 
tic  up  vj-ith  some  really  live-wire  Bond-boosting  outfit   in  the   cominxnity  and 
harness  their  promotional  efforts  so  as  to  bring  ncaT  Bond-buyers   on  the  run. 
In  other  words,   team-work. 

The   BVC  hopes   you'll   get   into   this  business   up   to  your  eyebrows.      It's 
another  chance  for  broadcasting  to  perform  a  really  importo-nt  service   -  and 
each  now  one   looks   pretty  good  on  that  public   service   record  iTc'rc   chalking 
up»      Incidentally,    if  you  have   any  sure-fire  braimvavos,    let  us   Imow  so  that 
\TC   can  pass   the  m.odus   operandi   of  your   success   along  to   others » 

HITRRY  CALL  I'ROM  TliE  RED  CROSS   ** 

On  their  w-ay,   v/c  understand,    arc   a  couple   of  releases   from  tho  Rod  Cross 
which  ViTill   go  to  all  stations   and  tio  v.p  vrith  an  intensive  txvo-v«rcck  drive 
for  more  nurses  v/ho  can  nurse  vrith  the  Anny  and  Ifavy*     Tho   releases  comprise 
spot  announcements  vriaich  arc  being  sent  for  use   during  tho  weeks   of 
July  27  and  August  3» 

Hero's  the  problem.     Our  armed  forces   arc   growing  at  a  fabulous  rate. 
(Remomber  all  the  engineers   you  used  to  have?)     But   ib's   imperative   that 
the   growth  of  tho   ranks  must  be  matched  by  a  sufficiently   largo  medical  and 
nursing  corps.     Right  nov\r  it's  readied  the  point  vdicro  some  3,000  now  nurses 
must  be  added  to  the  Array  and  Navy  each  month.      These   spot   announco-ments  vj-ill 
ask  yomig  ladies  from  21  to  40  -  graduate  nurses   all  -  to  enroll   iminediately 
with  the  Red   Cross  Nursing  Reserve.     The  Reserve  is  the  reservoir  v/honco 
corx  the   gallant   ladies   chosen  to  serve  vrith  tho  jlrmy  and  Navy.  Ilur sing  Corps. 

Tho   solo  burden  of   this  recruiting  falls   upon  tho  Rod   Cross,     'To  under- 
stand thofe   are   about   70,000  registered  nurses   in  tho   country  still  busy  at 
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hospitcils   and  with  doctors   in  private   practice.      Tliof^c   arc   the   ones   the  Red 
Cross  wants  radio  to  reach  and  persuade. 

One   important  point.     Some  previous  material  sent  by  the  Red  Cross   to 
stations  bore  a  "uso-if-you-liko"   label  -  v/hich  was   a  considerate   approach 
and  approcio.ted  by  the   industry.     This  nursing  situation  is  far  more  serious* 
The  two-week  Red   Cross   drive  has   a  double-A  priority  with  the  OiYI.     V'Je 
recom:iund,   theroforo,  that  you  look  upon  it  as   a  "must"* 

FOR  YOUR  eOiIVEIIIENCE  ** 

YiTo  thinlc  your  program  people  inay  be   intorostod   in  a  nevf  series   of 
factual  mcwterial  being  issued  these'  days  by  the  Radio  Bureau  of  the  Office 
of  T/ar   Information.      It's   called   "Radio   Background  Material"   because,    yovi 
sec,    that's   just  v;liat   it   is.     Each  of  the  major  issues    in  America's  v/ar 
effort  is   carefully  outlined  and  explained  so  that  v/ritors   and  producers   of 
shoT/s  may  have   a  concise  but  complete   idea  of  the   problems   involved,   and 
how  they  can  best   shape  their  shews  to  crack  these  problems. 

Already  issued  has  been  background  material  on  Rationing  and  The  Sncmj''» 
One  on  Conservation  T;ill  be   sent  out   shortly.     An  Ol-iTI  pamphlet  titled  "The 
Unconqucred  People"  vras  sent  out   July  15.     On  the  fire,   as  v;e  understand  it, 
are   such  subjects   as  Wom.cn  in  the  V/ar,    Salvage,  Rubber  and  TraiiSportation, 
tho  Merchant  Marine  and   quite   a  few  more. 

All   stations   have  boon  fonvardcd  preliminary  copies   of  this  nevj"  O-.fl 
service,  v/ith  a  request  to   indicate  vdiether  they  wish  to  receive   it 
regularly,     l/e   think  you   should.      It's   purposely   slanted  for  radio,   o.nd  in- 
tended for  the  personal  use  and  enlightenment   of  your  vrriters   and  producers* 
Helps   thei.i  rocognize   the  basic    issues   and  build  more    efficient   shows* 

LET'S   TRY  IT  AGAIII  ** 

Today  it's   kind  of  vraru  in  Washington.      Sometliing   over   90,    they  tell  v\s* 
Quito   a  far  cry  from  next  v/intor.      Probably  be  rather  chilly  next  v/inter. 
•Particularly  with  the  furnace  not  running.     Brings   on  a  lot  of  colds  and 
sickness,    of  course.      Too  bad.     But   you  can't  run  the  furnace   if  you  haven't 
anything  to  run  it   on.     Can  you? 

IThat's   that?     There's  no  real  shortage  of   coal  or  fuel  oil?     You  hoard 
somebody  say  so  over  tho  radio?     Only  transportation?     ''.■/ell,   ho  was   right* 
Completely  right,     llcxt  winter  the   oil  vrill  probably  stay  near  tlie 
refineries   and  the  coal  won't   get  very  far  from,  the  coal-breakers.     Rail- 
roads v/ill  have   oJiough  on  their  hands  "moving  troops   and  virar   goods   and  normal 
freight  without  trying  to  sv/ing  the  sudden  rush  of  fuel  der.iandcd  by  people 
who  didn't  have  the  gumption  to  buy  it  v;hen  the  thermometer  flitted  ro'ound 
90  -  llko    it's  doing  todr^y* 

That's  the    story  vre   got   from  the   Solid  Ii\iols   Co-ordinator  for  vrar  hero 
in  Washington.     Not  enough  people  have  bought   enough  fuel,    and  vdien  v/intcr 
com.es   dovm  on  the   land,   they're  going  to  be  povrorful  cold.     Radio  is  there- 
fore asked  once  again  to  urge  all  householders    in  the  East  who  can  do  so  to  r  ' 
change  over  their  furnaces  from  oil  to   coal  at  once  -  and  order  their  coal 
now*      It'll  bo   something  fearful  if  coal  deliveries   attempt  to  hit  their 
usual  volume  next  fall.     Furthermore,   a  sufficient  supply  of  heating  oils 
can't  be    :^arantood  for   the   coming  vrinter* 
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Bcttcr  tell  the  good  citizenry  c.bout  this  again*  "Buy  coal  novr"»  Toll 
•era  good  and  loud,  this  time* 

BE  CAREFUL 

Wc  call  your  attention  to  a  newspaper  item  in  a  Baltinoro  paper,  under 
date  of  July  17th,  which  stated  that  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
arrested  a  baron  -  a  native  of  Gonnany  -  \7ho  had  boon  a  radio  nev/s  ootninontator 
and  announcer  on  a  Maryland  station  since  Scptcinbcr,  1941. 

It  is  noodloss  to  stress  the  ham  that  night  be  caused  by  allowing  such 
people  access  to  the  nicrophono. 

Once  again,  BVC  urges  you  to  co.roftilly  survey  and  nalcc  sure  of  the 
background  of  every  employee  of  your  station* 

THE  SCRAP  CAMPAIGN  ** 

Ife-ny  letters  and  calls  have  been  received  at  the  BVC  offices  comnenting 
upon  the  fact  that  paid  advertising,  with  regard  to  the  Scrap  Campaign,  was 
being  carried  in  neivspapers,  and  radio  v/as  being  asked  to  cooperate  without 
payment* 

The  facts  are  that  radio  is  to  be  used  cotmnercially  in  this  campaign,  as 
many  of  you  doubtless  now  Icnovr,  but  the  radio  paid  campaign  is  scheduled  to 
start  July  27th  and  is  to  run  for  thirteen  consecutive  days*  We  bring  to 
your  attention  the  following  facts* 

The  government  is  not  spending  the  money  on  this  campaign,  but  a  fund 
was  raised  by  the  iron  and  steel  and  other  industries*  The  advertising  cam- 
paign is  being  placed  through  McCann  Erickson*  Under  their  budget,  as  set 
up  for  radio,  it  is  impossible  to  use  every  station  in  the  covmtry*   It  is 
our  understanding  that  218  stations  vdll  receive  this  schedule* 

In  this  particular  campaign,  it  v;as  felt  by  the  agency  that,  due  to  the 
necessity  of  the  length  of  the  copy,  they  should  use  ncvrepap.crs  primarily, 
but  this  is  the  first  national  campaign,  wo  believe,  where  radio  is  being 
paid  anything  for  announcements  in  connection  with  the  war  effort* 

It  also  should  be  borne  in  mnd  that  of  the  nearly  tviro  million  dollars 
so  far  subscribed  for  these  various  war  effort  campaigns,  loss  than  one 
quarter  of  a  million  is  being  spent  on  this  campaign,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
radio  can  sccuro  a  larger  proportion  on  future  campaigns* 

Please  remember  that  ncviTspapors  vrlll   give  nr.ny  columns  of  ncv/s  space, 
without  charge,  to  this  drive.  Therefore,  it  vrould  seem  only  logical  for  the 
stations  who  receive  the  paid  schedule,  to  put  some  extra,  additional  effort 
behind  the  Scrap  collection  because  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  this  Drive 
does  not  fail* 

You  Toay  have  also  noticed  ncv/s paper  campaigns  on  other  v/ar  efforts.  In 
most  of  such  cases,  the  newspapers  have  gone  out  and  sold  the  idea  to  groups 
or  individuals  to  sponsor  these  paid  advertisements  in  the  papers*  Thoro  is 
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no  reason  vrhy   radio  cannot  do  the  same  thing.  For  instance,  on  the 
Scrap  campaign,  if  you  arc  not  on  the  paid  schedule,  or  \Tish  to  bo  paid 
for  more  amiounoomcnts,  there  is  no  reason  vrhy  you  cannot  sell  for 
sponsorship  those  announccriicnts  or  have  sonc  of  your  regular  clients 
include  then  instead  of  one  piece  of  their  avni   contncrcial  copy. 
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